
Food For Thought:  Sing Unto the Lord a New Song 

  

“I will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me.” 

                                                (Psalm 13:6 NIV) 

  

  

          Last Sunday while walking around the Church, I found myself 
singing – singing songs we use during the 

musical interlude to Sunday service, and songs I heard on the radio.   Music, I think, is one of 
the connectors 

between heaven and earth.  When I sing, I feel close to the Lord.  Singing has a way of lifting me 
into a place 

where I feel safe and beyond the reach of pain and all of life’s problems.  

     You might be surprised to learn that some of the old hymnal songs were written by some 
very famous people.  Johann Sebastian Bach and George Frideric Handel who lived about 250 
years ago and are arguably considered by many people to be two of the greatest composers 
who ever lived, have several songs in Christian hymnals today.  Whenever they wrote music, 
they always wrote the letters S.D.G. – an abbreviation for the Latin words Soli Deo Gloria - "To 
God alone be the glory" - at the bottom to signify that their work was produced for the sake of 
praising God.   You see, Bach and Handel both realized that their music was a gift from God and 
that they had a responsibility to use their gifts to the glory of God. 

     Music has become a very important part of modern-day worship.  So important that there is 
a music category for songs that are used to worship God.  They are called “Praise and Worship” 
songs and have spread from Gospel to songs across every corner of the music industry - Rock, 
Rap/Hip Hop,/Pop/ Contemporary, Inspirational, Urban, Blue Grass, and Country music.  I guess 
that God was trying to tell us something when Paul wrote "Speak to one another with psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your hearts to the Lord." (Ephesians 5:19)  
Maybe that is why the word sing, or singing, occurs 148 times in the Bible.  

     Our Music Minister, has a way of selecting music that can lift me up so high that I have to 
look down to see the top of the church.  It is one of the reasons that I attend service at C3.  
Although I love to sing, my wife will attest that some songs I don’t sing all that well.  But I do 
stand by those words written in the Psalms and in Isaiah about “Singing unto the Lord…. ”   So, 
sing I will.  I usually tell people that “I can’t carry a tune in a bucket,” but that doesn’t stop me 
or the others I hear in Sunday service who have the same problem from singing.  The Bible 
doesn't say, "Sing to the Lord with a beautiful voice." It says, "Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord."  Although sometimes I do wonder what He considers “joyful.” 

     There is a young deaf girl in our congregation who tries to sing. Although her singing may 
sound less than perfect – which of us are - if you really listen to her, she will make you cry.  
Here is a woman who can’t hear the beat or harmonize with others trying with all her heart to 
make a joyful noise unto her Lord and Savior.  The sound she makes comes from the pure love 

http://biblehub.com/ephesians/5-19.htm


of God in her heart.  Listen to her for just a minute and you will know in your heart that God is 
truly pleased.  I know that He appreciates whatever sounds I offer up in praise also. 

      So, Sunday I was singing songs that I heard on the radio, in church or that I just made up.  
Sometimes there was no thought, no rhyme, just songs that come straight from a blessed heart 
in celebration of my love for the Lord.  I just hope that God has a sense of humor and that 
somehow the words and melody come out as joyful noise in His ear.  Singing brings me peace, 
even in the most stressful of times.  I’ve learned through the years that it is hard to be sad 
when you are singing.  When I can’t remember the words, I make them up.  No disrespect to 
the authors, but sometimes I like my versions better.   Unfortunately, because I do this on the 
fly so I can’t recreate the moments on paper. 

     Lately, there seems to be many requests on the prayer chain for people battling illnesses.   I 
read about people in the grips of this disease or that illness – some winning, most lose.  I pray 
for both.  I do wonder if the ones who don’t make it are in heaven right now singing and 
dancing before our Lord and Savior 

    Sometimes I take a step back and try to look at it from a different perspective.  Instead of 
concentrating on how awful a particular disease is or the pain and suffering that people go 
through with that illness, I think about how their suffering will be over in the end and that they 
will be standing before our Lord with new bodies singing and dancing. 

     It is usually about right here that the Mercy Me song, “I Can Only Imagine,” pops into my 
head and I start singing along.  I can only imagine what that would be like. Would they be 
“surrounded by His glory?”  Maybe they are “standing in His Presence” or maybe “to their 
knees they will fall.”  Maybe they’re “singing Hallelujah” or maybe they’re not “able to sing at 
all.” 

      I think that if Mercy Me really has it right about the singing part, I need a lot more practice. 
Those individuals who go before us already know, but we can only imagine.  I g uess that is why 
we sing.  Practice, practice, practice.  But Oh, what songs God gives us to sing! 

“I will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me,” how about you? 

Just some Food For Thought 

 


